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UN-HABITAT COMMENDS NIGERIA'S COMMITMENT TO 
TACKLING HUMAN SETTLEMENT CHALLENGES

As Dangiwa Announces FG's $500,000 Contribu�on to UN-Habitat Country 
Office to Boost Mul�-Bilateral Fund Mobiliza�on, Advisory Services, and 
Technical Capacity for Housing and Urban Development

he United Na�ons Human Se�lements TProgramme (UN-Habitat) has commended 
Nigeria for its commitment to fostering 

transforma�ve change in human se�lements and 
improving urban environments.  

The new Execu�ve Director of UN-Habitat, Ms. 
Anaclaudia Rossbach, gave the commenda�on 
yesterday in Nairobi, Kenya, during the opening 
session of the second mee�ng of the 2024 
Execu�ve Board, chaired by Nigeria's Minister of 

Housing and Urban Development, Arc. Ahmed 
Musa Dangiwa.  

She praised Nigeria's effec�ve leadership of the 
UN-Habitat Execu�ve Board and lauded Arc. 
Dangiwa for his focused stewardship as Chair. Ms. 
Rossbach also expressed gra�tude for Nigeria's 
recent approval of a $500,000 contribu�on to 
UN-Habitat.  
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“I greatly appreciate Nigeria's commitment, 
exemplified by the Chair of the Execu�ve Board, 
Arc. Ahmed Musa Dangiwa, in advancing the 
mandate of UN-Habitat. Nigeria's approval of 
$500,000 to UN-Habitat reflects its dedica�on to 
our partnership. This funding will bolster the UN-
Habitat Country Office in Nigeria, enhancing its 
capacity to provide mul�-level support for 
ach iev ing  Niger ia ' s  hous ing  and urban 
development goals,” she stated.  

Earlier, Arc. Dangiwa, in his opening remarks at 
the Execu�ve Board Mee�ng, announced that His 
Excellency, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, had 
approved the Ministry's request for a $500,000 
contribu�on to UN-Habitat. This aligns with the 
terms of the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between Nigeria and UN-Habitat for the 
period 2022–2027. The amount covers the 
outstanding Tranche 1 contr ibu�on for 
2022–2023.  

Under the MoU, UN-Habitat is tasked with 
working with the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Development towards mobilizing technical 
exper�se, capacity, and financial resources at 
na�onal, regional, and interna�onal levels to 
drive impac�ul projects. The MoU also supports 
the development and implementa�on of projects 
and ac�vi�es, provision of technical advisory 
services, and capacity-building assistance to 
federa l ,  state ,  and  loca l  governments . 
Addi�onally, UN-Habitat will  help foster 
partnerships and establish effec�ve collabora�on 
with bilateral and mul�lateral development 
partners.  

“We recognize the cri�cal importance of 
enhanced funding to support UN-Habitat's 
objec�ves and appreciate the contribu�ons of 
member states and partners in this regard. Nigeria 
remains steadfast in its commitment to UN-
Habitat. Just last week, our President approved a 
$500,000 contribu�on to cover Nigeria's 

outstanding obl iga�ons for 2022–2023, 
reaffirming our dedica�on to the organiza�on 
through our partnership framework,” Dangiwa 
stated.  

The Hon. Minister added that the Ministry is 
determined to maximize the value of its 
rela�onships with bi-lateral ins�tu�ons such as 
the UN Habitat towards actualizing the Renewed 
H o p e  A g e n d a  f o r  h o u s i n g  a n d  u r b a n 
development. He acknowledged the support of 
delegates, and the progress achieved during 
Nigeria's tenure as Chair of the Execu�ve Board. 
Notable accomplishments include evalua�ng 
progress in implemen�ng Assembly resolu�ons, 
reviewing the organiza�on's work plan and 
budget, and advancing the strategic plan for 
2026–2029.  

“These milestones are expected to strengthen 
the realiza�on of the global vision for human 
se�lements at the na�onal level. The emphasis 
on the sustainability and inclusiveness of the 
strategic plan is par�cularly reassuring,” he 
added.  

Signed 
Mark Chieshe
SA Media & Strategy
Hon. Minister of Housing and 
Urban Development
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DANGIWA SEEKS INCREASED UN-HABITAT SUPPORT 
FOR NIGERIA'S NATIONAL URBAN RENEWAL AND 
SLUM UPGRADE PROGRAMME

 Announces Plans for Nigeria's First Na�onal Urban Forum Mid 2025

n a bid to strengthen Nigeria's efforts in addressing Iurban development challenges, the Hon. Minister 
of Housing and Urban Development, Arc. Ahmed 

Musa Dangiwa, has called for increased support and 
collabora�on from UN-Habitat.

Speaking during a working lunch with the new 
Execu�ve Director of UN-Habitat, Ms. Anaclaudia 
Rossbach, on the sidelines of the 2nd Session of the 
2024 UN-Habitat Execu�ve Board Mee�ng in Nairobi, 
the Minister emphasized the urgency of addressing 
Nigeria's housing and urban challenges.

Arc. Dangiwa underscored the cri�cal state of housing 
in Nigeria, no�ng that over 75% of the country's 42 
million housing units are substandard, with nearly half 
of the popula�on living in informal se�lements. To 
address these challenges, he highlighted the Federal 
Government's Na�onal Urban Renewal and Slum 
Upgrade Programme (NURSUP), which has completed 

projects at 54 sites na�onwide, with 56 addi�onal 
projects underway. These efforts aim to improve 
essen�al infrastructure such as water supply, solar-
powered streetlights, access roads, drainage systems, 
and waste management solu�ons.

The Minister stressed the importance of robust 
partnerships with interna�onal organiza�ons like UN-
Habitat  to  scale  up these in i�a�ves.  “Our 
collabora�on with UN-Habitat is cri�cal. With your 
support, we aim to expand and enhance Nigeria's 
Na�onal Urban Renewal and Slum Upgrade 
Programme to deliver transforma�ve outcomes for 
our people,” he stated.

As part of Nigeria's commitment to the global urban 
agenda, Arc. Dangiwa announced plans to host the 
country's first Na�onal Urban Forum in June or July 
2 0 2 5 .  T h e  f o r u m  w i l l  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r 
s t a k e h o l d e r s — i n c l u d i n g  g o v e r n m e n t 
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representa�ves, urban planners, developers, civil 
society organiza�ons, and development partners—to 
discuss Nigeria's urban development strategies and 
align them with the New Urban Agenda (NUA).

The NUA, adopted at the Habitat III Conference in 
2016, is a global framework guiding urbaniza�on 
toward sustainability, inclusivity, and resilience. It 
e m p h a s i ze s  e q u i ta b l e  a c c e s s  t o  h o u s i n g , 
infrastructure, and services while advoca�ng for 
compact, well-connected urban areas to reduce 
sprawl and enhance mobility. The NUA priori�zes 
climate adapta�on, disaster risk reduc�on, and 
par�cipatory urban governance, aligning with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), par�cularly 
Goal 11. Its principles are central to Nigeria's efforts 
under the Renewed Hope Agenda, driving sustainable 
housing and urban renewal.

Arc. Dangiwa also highlighted Nigeria's leadership in 
urban transforma�on, no�ng President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu's approval of $500,000 to support UN-Habitat.

“Nigeria's Renewed Hope Agenda aligns with the 
global urban agenda, and we are commi�ed to driving 
meaningful change through partnerships with 
organiza�ons like UN-Habitat,” said the Minister. He 
expressed op�mism about finalizing a comprehensive 
partnership framework within six months, with plans 
to sign the agreement during the Na�onal Urban 
Forum.

In her remarks, Ms. Rossbach praised Nigeria's 
leadership role in urbaniza�on and the Federal 
Government's contribu�ons to UN-Habitat ini�a�ves, 
including $3 million toward the African Urban Agenda 
Programme (2013–2016). She affirmed that Nigeria 
remains  a  top pr ior i ty  for  the agency and 
acknowledged the government's ac�ve par�cipa�on 
in global urbaniza�on dialogues, such as WUF12 in 
Cairo and the inaugural Africa Urban Forum.

Ms. Rossbach also highlighted UN-Habitat's ongoing 
efforts to align its work plan with Nigeria's strategic 
priori�es, including a na�onal urban renewal strategy 
and improved land administra�on systems. She 
assured the Minister of UN-Habitat's commitment to 
strengthening its opera�ons in Nigeria and maximizing 
the  impact  of  the  government 's  $500,000 
contribu�on.

Addi�onally, she announced that UN-Habitat is 
nego�a�ng a €10 million grant with the European 
Union for urban integra�on projects in Northern 
Nigeria, alongside other partnerships with the World 
Bank and Eki� State for urban planning and 
investment. She proposed a high-level visit to Nigeria 
in 2025 to coincide with the launch of a large-scale 
urban interven�on programme.

“UN-Habitat assures the Honourable Minister that, in 
partnership with the UN Country Team, the agency is 
commi�ed to suppor�ng Nigeria in addressing its 
developmental and urbaniza�on challenges 
sustainably. This aligns with the SDGs by facilita�ng 
be�er access to inclusive, safe, resilient, and 
sustainable ci�es and human se�lements,” she said.

Arc. Dangiwa's efforts reflect Nigeria's dedica�on to 
leveraging its partnership with UN-Habitat to drive 
transforma�ve outcomes. “Nigeria is commi�ed to 
advancing sustainable urbaniza�on and improving the 
lives of our ci�zens through robust ini�a�ves and 
strategic collabora�ons,” said the Minister.

Signed
Mark Chieshe
SA Media and Strategy to Hon. Minister 
of Housing and Urban Development
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REMARKS BY THE HON. MINISTER OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AT A WORKING LUNCH WITH THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, UN-HABITAT, MS. ANACLAUDIA ROSSBACH, 
ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024, IN NAIROBI, ON THE SIDELINES 
OF THE 2ND SESSION OF THE 2024 UN-HABITAT 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

1. We are now into the second day of 
delibera�ons, and I am pleased to note the 
progress we have made on our agenda. The 
engagements have been construc�ve, respec�ul, 
and focused on enhancing the ins�tu�onal 
capacity of our great organiza�on to create a 
greater global impact.  

2. Madam Execu�ve Director, I believe this 
progress is largely due to the clarity of your vision 
as the leader of UN-Habitat. Your capacity to lead, 
mobilize, and coordinate your team toward 
fulfilling the organiza�on's mandate is truly 
commendable.  

3. One thing is clear: the challenges UN-
Habitat seeks to address in human se�lements 
are immense and global. Over the years since its 
establishment, the organiza�on has made 
significant strides and created meaningful impact. 

4. However, much more remains to be done. 
Achieving this requires adequate financing. It is, 
therefore, impera�ve that we find crea�ve and 
innova�ve ways to encourage member states and 
donors to contribute more to financing our 
ac�vi�es while unlocking capital from the private 
sector.  

5. I believe that as we create more impact, 
we will unlock greater financial support from 
na�onal governments. This should be a key focus 
of our Strategic Ac�on Plan. Let us explore all 
possible avenues for financing the organiza�on 
and strengthen our collabora�ons with other UN 
bodies and the private sector, including the 
Sustainable Ci�es and Communi�es Founda�on 
(SCCF).  

6. In Nigeria, we are fortunate to have a 
president who recognizes the cri�cal importance 
of housing and urban development. For the first 
�me in a long while, we now have a standalone 
ministry dedicated to this sector. We are 
commi�ed to making a sustainable difference in 
addressing our significant housing deficit, 
es�mated at over 20 million units. Through our 
Renewed Hope Ci�es and Estates Programme, we 
aim to construct 50,000 housing units in Phase 
One. 

7. As we speak, over 10,112 units are under 
construc�on across 13 states and the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT).  

8. Recent industry surveys reveal that 75% 
o f  t h e  4 2  m i l l i o n  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  i n 
Nigeria—equivalent to 31.6 million units—are 
substandard. Addi�onally, nearly 50% of our 
popula�on lives in informal se�lements and 
slums without access to basic services.  

9. Addressing the housing challenge in 
Nigeria requires a dual approach: upgrading 
exis�ng housing through urban renewal and 
construc�ng new units. This is the path we have 
taken with our Na�onal Urban Renewal and Slum 
Upgrade Programme (NURSUP). Under Phase 
One, we have completed projects at 54 sites 
na�onwide and have 56 ongoing projects across 
the six geopoli�cal zones. These ini�a�ves 
include providing essen�al services such as water 
supply, solar streetlights, rehabilitated access 
roads, drainage systems, and waste management 
solu�ons.  
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10. We are also making significant progress in 
establishing a Na�onal Social Housing Fund 
(NSHF) to ensure that all Nigerians—including 
low-income, no-income, vulnerable, and 
underprivileged groups—have access to decent 
and dignified housing.  

11. Beyond housing supply, we are improving 
our land administra�on system. In collabora�on 
with the World Bank, we are implemen�ng a 
Na�onal Land Documenta�on, Registra�on, and 
Titling Programme to increase land formaliza�on 
from less than 6% to 50% within five years.  

12. Madam Execu�ve Director, as you can see, 
Nigeria has a robust programme for housing and 
urban development. This is why our collabora�on 
with UN-Habitat is so cri�cal. As we work to make 
UN-Habitat bigger and more impac�ul, Nigeria 
seeks to maximize and significantly increase the 
value we derive from this partnership, in 
alignment with President Bola Ahmed Tinubu's 
Renewed Hope Agenda.  

13. The $500,000 approved by Mr. President 
in his second year is a testament to Nigeria's 
commitment to suppor�ng UN-Habitat.  

14. As a ministry, we are eager to work with 
UN-Habitat to create a Robust, Signature 
Partnership to expand and scale up Nigeria's 
Na�onal Urban Renewal and Slum Upgrade 
Programme (NURSUP). With your support we 
hope that the Team from Nigeria and those from 
UN Habitat can work together to finalize the 
partnership agreement so that we can have a 
document to sign within the next six months.  

15. As Nigeria prepares for the next New 
Urban Agenda (NUA) repor�ng cycle, we plan to 
organize our first Na�onal Urban Forum in June or 
July 2025. This is in fulfilment of a key New Urban 
agenda  requ i rement  and  wi l l  together 
stakeholders to discuss Nigeria's urban agenda. 

16. Madam ED, we would request and will be 
happy to have a�end this Forum to share your 
insights with our stakeholders. I am also hoping 
that by then we would have finalized the 
framework for Nigeria's enhanced partnership 
with UN Habitat so that we can sign it on that day 
to officially mark a new dawn of collabora�on. 

17. In conclusion, Madam Execu�ve Director, I 
commend you for the remarkable work you have 
started doing as the head of UN-Habitat. Your 
leadership inspires confidence, and we are 
op�mis�c about the organiza�on's future under 
your stewardship. While the challenges ahead are 
formidable, they are not insurmountable. With 
visionary leadership, innova�ve financing, and 
strategic partnerships, we can build sustainable, 
inclusive, and resilient communi�es.  

18. I have no doubt that you will lead UN-
Habitat to greater heights of impact, and Nigeria 
stands ready to support you in every possible way. 
We are proud to be an ac�ve contributor to this 
mission and look forward to a partnership that 
delivers transforma�ve outcomes for our people 
and the global community.  

Thank you.  
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OPENING STATEMENT OF THE HONOURABLE MINISTER 
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT/CHAIR OF THE 
UN-HABITAT EXECUTIVE BOARD, ARC. AHMED MUSA DANGIWA 
AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE 2024 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETING HOLDING IN NAIROBI, KENYA.

Your Excellencies,

The Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Housing 
and Infrastructure, Republic of Kenya,
Director, United Na�ons Organisa�ons in 
Nairobi (UNON),
Under Secretary General and Execu�ve 
Director, UN-Habitat, Ms. Anaclaudia 
Rossbach
Assistant Secretary General and Deputy 
Execu�ve Director, Mr. Michal Mlynar,
Dis�nguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

1. First, I would like thank President of the 
Republic of Kenya, His Excellency, William 
Samoei Ruto and the people of Kenya for the 
warm welcome and the great hospitality that 
they have extended to all of us who came for 
this Execu�ve Board Mee�ng.  

2. It is my pleasure to welcome you all as 
Chair of this second session of the 2024 UN-
Habitat Execu�ve Board. On behalf of the 
Bureau, I would like to thank you for 
r e m a i n i n g  c o m m i � e d  t o  t h e  h u g e 
responsibility entrusted to this Execu�ve 
Board on behalf of the en�re world as we 
drive the mandate and vision of this great 
ins�tu�on.

3. As this is my first formal engagement 
since the appointment of the Execu�ve 
Director, I want to take this moment to warmly 
congratulate the United Na�ons Under-
Secretary-General and the Execu�ve Director 

of UN-Habitat, Ms. Anaclaudia Rossbach. 

4. Madam ED, your appointment is well 
deserved and based on your impressive 
pedigree and track record of contribu�ons to 
the Human Se�lements agenda globally. 
Please accept my personal best wishes, as 
well as those of my country and delega�on, 
for a successful tenure as Execu�ve Director. 
We assure you of the con�nued support of 
Nigeria to UN-Habitat under your leadership. 

5. I also want to sincerely appreciate and 
commend Mr. Michal Mlynar, who served this 
ins�tu�on effec�vely in an ac�ng capacity. He 
competently coordinated ac�vi�es of the 
organiza�on across several fora, including 
during the first session of the Execu�ve Board 
Mee�ng for the year. Mr. Michal, we 
appreciate you. 

6. I am pleased to note the ini�al steps 
that our new Execu�ve Director has taken so 
far towards moving this organiza�on forward. 
This includes engagements at the inaugural 
African Urban Forum (AUF) in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia; the United Na�ons General 
Assembly; WUF12 in Cairo, Egypt; COP29 in 
Baku, Azerbaijan; as well as at several other 
ac�vi�es in the past few months since she 
assumed duty.

7. The outcome speaks volumes about 
the efforts put in and the competence of our 
ED, and (I believe I speak for most member 
states). We are all assured of your passion and 
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commitment to UN Habitat and zeal for 
pragma�c implementa�on of the UN Habitat 
mandate and a�en�on to the concerns of 
both developed and developing member 
states alike.

8. Your Excellencies, Dis�nguished 
Delegates, I acknowledge your support and 
contribu�ons during Nigeria's tenure as Chair 
of the Execu�ve Board, and the progress we 
have collec�vely made. Notable ones are 
considera�ons of the progress in the balanced 
implementa�on of the Assembly resolu�ons, 
the considera�on of the organiza�on's 
workplan and budget, as well as the UN-
Habitat strategic plan for the period 2026-
2029. These are all expected to further 
strengthen the actualiza�on of the global 
human se�lements vision at the na�onal 
levels. In this regard, the emphasis on the 
sustainability of the strategic plan and its 
inclusiveness is most reassuring.

9. We  co n� n u e  to  re co g n i ze  t h e 
importance of increased funding for the noble 
o b j e c � v e s  o f  U N - H a b i t a t ,  a n d  t h e 
contribu�ons of member states and partners 
in this regard. Nigeria is also renewing its 
commitment to UN-Habitat. Just last week 
our President, His Excellency, President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, approved the sum of $1.5 
million USD towards clearing Nigeria's 
outstanding contribu�on as part of efforts to 
s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e 
organiza�on.

10. Furthermore, we appreciate the need 
to open up as many opportuni�es as possible 
for this organiza�on. We therefore look 
forward to receiving the progress reports on 
our collabora�ons with other UN bodies as 

well as the private sector, including the 
updates on the Sustainable Ci�es and 
Communi�es Founda�on (SCCF).

11. I wish to express my sincere gra�tude 
to all of you as members of this Board, as well 
as to the various regional and poli�cal groups, 
the ad hoc working groups, and the 
Secretar iat  for  your  support  in  the 
prepara�ons for this second session of the 
Execu�ve Board for 2024. I wish us all very 
frui�ul delibera�ons.

12. Thank you very much.
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 CLOSING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
UN-HABITAT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, ARC AHMED 
MUSA DANGIWA FNIA

Excellencies, Dis�nguished members of the 
Execu�ve Board,

1. At every level of considera�on, this 
second 2024 Session of the Board 
Mee�ng has been produc�ve. Our 
engagements have been construc�ve, 
respec�ul, and focused on enhancing the 
ins�tu�onal capacity of our great 
organiza�on to create a greater global 
impact.  

2. Of course, as with every mee�ng of this 
nature, we have had some challenging 
moments. But through the experience, 
exper�se, knowledge of delegates we 
have been able to come to construc�ve 
conclusions through compromise and 
understanding. That for me is the spirit 
that underscores the essence of UN-
Habitat.  I understand that here at UNON, 
Member States call it the Nairobi Spirit.

3. As we conclude the mee�ng today, I want 
to sincerely commend all of you for your 
coopera�on, your maturity, and your 
valuable contribu�ons.  

4. On behalf of the Board, I extend our 
sincere gra�tude for your commitment, 
and collec�ve efforts in addressing the 
pressing challenges and opportuni�es 
facing urban development globally.

5. As we look ahead, I am confident that the 
outcomes of this session will guide our 
organiza�on to greater achievements 
and contribute in specific ways to the 
prepara�ons towards the resumed 
second session of the UN-Habitat 
Assembly. 

6. Madam Execu�ve Director, we deeply 
appreciate your leadership of UN-
Habitat. Your capacity to lead, mobilize, 
and coordinate your team toward 
fulfilling the organiza�on's mandate is 
truly commendable.  And as I said during 
my opening remarks, you have our full 
support.

7. With these thoughts, I formally declare 
the 2024 second session of the Execu�ve 
Board closed.

8. Thank you all and I wish you safe journeys 
back to your various des�na�ons.
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